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Mother,—not omitting any act of corporal Mercy
which he could perform for the salvation of souls.
He has been seen to dress ulcers so loathsome, and
which emitted a stench so offensive, that the Sav-
ages, and even the nearest relatives of the sick man,
were unable to endure them. He alone would
handle these, wiping off the pus and cleansing the
wound, every day, for two and three months together,
with an eye and a countenance that betokened only
charity,—though he often saw very clearly that the
wounds were incurable. " But," said he, " the more
[45] deadly they are, the stronger inclination have I
to undertake the care of them,—that I may lead
these poor people even to the gate of Paradise, and
keep them from falling into sin at a time which is
for them the most perilous in life."

Not one Mission was there in the whole territory
of the Hurons in which he had not been; and several
of them he had himself originated,— that, in particu-
lar, in which he died. Toward the Savages he
conducted himself with a remarkable Prudence, and
with a sweetness of Charity that could excuse all,
and bear with all, though having in it nothing that
was mean-spirited.

He tied himself neither to his work nor to persons,
to places nor employments; but, regarding equally
in everything the will of God, wherever he might
be; whatever occupation obedience might appoint to
him, from that very moment he betook himself to it
with courage and constancy, and as a man who had
no other thought in the world save that of finding
God where, at the time, it was willed that he should
seek him. Often was he called upon to leave the
care of Missions, where his whole heart lay, to till


